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Suliuoriber ui I bo Tluiea" will confer
a favor by promptly reiortiiur any dis-
courtesy of collectors, or neglect of duty
on Uio purt of Uie carriers. Complaint
oltbor liy mull or In perison will rooutvo
prompt attention. Vapers should lie de-

livered to all parts or tho oity by 0:30
o'clock oacli morning. Inolutliiifj Sumluy.

"Tlio TTtiKlilnsum TlmcV Is n iu;m-lo- r
of tlio Itoohdulo So-

ciety.

HOW TO DETECT THE HOGT7S.
Tlio Times finds It necessary to In-

form tlio public that its reporters aro
required to wear badjjes, authorized
by tho District v i:imls2,ionerw, bear-
ing tlio name of. thin paper.

Persons who represent theiiisol' es
as reiiorters for The Time should

ho requiredto show their badges
and if they cannot do it, tho publlo
should withhold tho.se courtesies
shown the duly accredited represent-
atives.
In this connection it should be stilted

that one, Charles 3X. Heller, in not
and neer lias boon connected with
Tho Times.

POTATO PATCH CRITICS.
An effort is being made to discredit

the attempt to provide the poor of "Was-
hington means to help themselves. The po-

tato patch plan has been successfully ope-

rated in other cities and countries, and
those who have been given use or little
tracts of land have raisid vegetables enough
to last them through the winter. The prin-
ciple employed in carrying out this plan
is that which considers poverty a condition
and not a crime, and believes that If poor
people are afforded opportunity to wort
they will gladly do bo in preference to
becoming objects of charity in times of
depression and distress.

Last winter the people who are now fore-

most in decrying and ridiculing the potato
patch plan were loudest in demanding as-

sistance for the poor. The charitable
committees, which are now trying to
devise methods to prevent a recurrence
of that distress, were then apiea!ed to
In piteous 'roues to alleviate suffering.
But there is a change in the sentiment,
and the oulj plausible reason that can be
urged for the somersault In opinion is best
elucidated by tbe old truism, "When the
devil was sick, the devil a saint would be;
when the devil was well, the devil a saint
was he."

Any reasonable effort to provide against
suffering or to promote the well-bein- g of
the poor deterves and thould receive com-

mendation. And in any event no attempt by
organized charity to assist deserving
humanity thould be made a subject of
ridicule. It would be much more honor-
able to criticise in a manly spirit than to
don the fool's cap and bells to 6peak of
the actious of reputable citizens, and all
interested in the welfare or the poor will
be of that opinion.

The potato patch plan has proved suc-

cessful elsewhere and Its beneficial res tilts
will be experienced by tho poor of Wash-
ington.

TIME FOB MlSSIOKAItX 1VOBK.
An Investigation shows that hundreds of

colored couples are living together In this
city in open defiance of the law, and that
the evil Is so Ehamcful in its nature and
shocking in its results as to be disgrace-
ful to the better clement of that race.
Its demoralizing effect on those Immediately
concerned is nothing compared to the ruin
it brings to children, and Immediate steps
should be taken to eradicate this evil.

Generally speaking, true reform is that
which changes conditions without dis-

turbing social relations, or materially af-

fecting commercial interests, for com-

munities caunot prosper except in a peace-

ful atmosphere. But this is a field of
labor that demands sterner methods, and
these men and women who violate mar-Tia-

laws should either be made to marry
or abandon their shameless lives.

The social evil must be handled without
gloves Itistheoneoffenseforwhichthereis
no palliation. Nothing but severe measures
will keepltwiUiInboutids.andlheiuore vigor-

ous the treatment in dealing with its
influence the greater will be the

good accomplished.
The Edmunds law provides ample means

to stamp out tho disgrace of unlawful so-

cial relations, and a little missionary work
among those who violate it would soon
convince them of their error. Couples who
can live togetheriu peace and harmony out
of wedlock would enjoy Teal happiness in
married life, and an effort should bo made
to convince them of this truth before they
longor disgrace themselves and this com-

munity.

E3IEBGEXCY HOSPITALS.
Health Officer Woodward has sug-te- d

to the District Commissioners that
before granting the request of the staff
and directors of Providence Hospital
to designate it as an emergeucy hospital
all the other hospitals should be asked if
they are willing to receive emergency
cases at any hour of the day and uight
and maintain the necessary operating
room and other accessories. In conform-
ity with this suggestion letters have been
addressed to the managers or directors of
all ImPpiiale in the District and tl ir re-

plies are awaited.
The hope may be expressed that favor-

able answers will be received from each
and every one of these institutions. Fa-

vorable action on their part would be of
incalculable advantage. The hospitals
are fairly well distributed, aud if all
agreed sufferers from accidents could
be expeditiously attended to. In the
present circumstances a man meeting with
a mishap in Anacostia, or in the extn-m-

northern or northwestern section of the
District would have to undergo a long,
wearisome and probably painful jour-
ney before being delivered over to the
tender mercies of the surgeon.

By all means let the directors of the
lifferent hospitals send a prompt and
favorable reply to the Commissioners'

letter. By bo doing they will fuimi the
beat purpose of their existence the al-

leviation of human Bufferiug.

HUIBETAKIKG CONGRESSMEN.
The Times this morning publishes a

reminiscence of the last Congress that
shows how uEeless it is for wage-eamer- a

to obtain favore from that body without
paying well for their bargaiu. It also
demonstrates the disinterestedness of a
certain tpeof Congressmen, who aremoved
to duty only when the magnet bears the
Impress of the United States Mint.

The shame of it all is the apparent
necessity for wage-earne- to bribe legisla-
tors. There Is humiliation euough in tho
knowledge that some Congressmen are
corrupt, but when circumstances demand
blackmail to obtain justice where justice
Is due, the disgrace is more keouly to bo
felt.

It almost seems as If the entire District
dealing with the last Congress was a
question of bargain and sale. Legislation
that was needed for public good was re-

jected on Uio ground of lack of time,
while railroad and corporate interests
were given nearly all they demanded.
There is no need of rehearsing tho various
refusals of Congress to consider publlo
measures, nor Is It necessary to recount
tho favors granted to street railways, tho
gas company, and other corporations. Tho
public kno w of these facts only too well.

Dunug tho next session of Congress a
more united effort should be mado to
promote District affairs. Cheaper gas
must be obtained, and the hills of District
citizens must be protected from lobbjing,
bribe-takin- Congressmen. In securing this
legislation The Times proposes to take
a hand, and all it asks In return for its
efforts is the good will of the public

THE MONBOE DOCTKESTE.
The attitude of the administration on the

Nicaraguan embroglio has beeu in strict
accordance with the best interests of this
country. At no time duriug the controversy
between England and Nicaragua has there
been ncccessity for our inteifercnce, nor
lias the spirit of the Monroe doctrine been

eo infringed as to require even a diplomatic
remonstrance from our Department of
State.

To insure peace and promote the good-

will of civilization this country muststtind
aloof from foreign complications. In no
way are we under otligatlou to protect
or defend otlior people, and except In an
advisory capacity the United States thould
refuse to Interfere or take pare in interna-
tional disputes. Especially should tins
policy be pursued toward Central and South
America, where governments change so
frequently. Should we once begin to take
up their quarrels, there would be no end
to our trouble or limit to the arrogance
of the little republics demanding our pro-

tection.
Prom a commercial standpoint neither

Central nor South America has a right
to ask the United States for assistance.
The bulk of "their trade goes to Europe;
their banks and financial systems aro con-

trolled by European syndicates, and their
commercial Intercourse is guided by

European Influence. Consequently there

is no reason why we should protect them
from European aggression.

The Monroe doctrine Is correct only so
far as it refers to European conquest. It
would not be good policy for tho United
States to allow any foreign power to ac-

quire territory by invasion in the Western
coutiuent. And it is only when 6uch an
armed invasion occurs that wo should
attempt to interfere.

TO LEXOW TTASHLVGTON.
- It looks very much as if Congress would
be requested to Lexow Washington and
unearth some alleged corruptions in ad-- ,
ministering public affairs. The Anti-Saloo- n

Leaguo, a powerful organization
consisting of prominent church and temper-
ance workers, has for some time been sift-
ing certalncharges against District offi-

cials, and it is confidently asserted that
startling developments will follow.

There Is nothing new In this information.
Every large city has its unworthy officials
and all are more orless dominated by cor-
rupt Influences. Whether or not it is serious
enough in Washington to warrant a public
investigatiou is a question for Congress
to determine. But before asking for a
committee the evidence should be carefully
considered, and the entire matter suppressed
unless the charges can be fully substantiated.

All citizeai desire to see
publicabu6eseradIcated,buttlieyulbobhrink
from investigations except where great
public good can be accomplished. If after
fully weighing all interests the Anti-Saloo- n

League believes there is official corrup-
tion or sufficient giealness to warrant an
Investigation, The Times will cheerfully

and give material assistance.

The Hon. Lemuel Eli Quigg is now expe-
riencing the painful thought that it is
easier to charge bribery than to collect
evidence.

The depth to which poor Queen LI1 has
dropped out of sight can ouly bo measured
by the length of a jingo howl.

Tho summer vacation of Senator HiU's
utterances on the silver question will prob-

ably last until after election.

The revolving base about to be placed
under the statu eof Penn in Philadelphia
is hardly in keeping witli his character.
Such an improvement is only appropriate
for modern statesmen.

The Indorsement of the proposition of
Columbia Typographical Union to request

the President to extend the civil service
law to the Government Pointing Office
by the Btereotypers, pressmen aud electro-typer- s

will no doubt settle the question
eo far as the printing office employes are
concerned. The recommendation of Mr.
Benedict will soon follow, and the last
refuge of the spoils system will then be
closed to politicians by a proclamation of
tho P reslden t.

There Is positively no danger of a panic
because Speaker Crisp has declined the
nomination for President.

It is absolutely certain that the Alex-

andria county officials are not In need of a
nerve tonic.

The Times stated yesterday in these col-

umns that tho officers of the Rochdale
Society were not salaried. This state-
ment, it appears, is technically incorrect,
although when it is considered that these
fifteen officers divide only $1,151 in
annual salaries it will be seen, that the
Rochdale Society is to the core.

Both Damp.
"Have you ever been In Venice, Mr.

Wngg?"
--'No," replied Mr. Wragg, bul I spent

one summer at Waterbury, Qouu.M
Harper's Bazaar.
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Congress Will Be Asked to Lexow

CORRUPTION TO BB CHARGED

Leading Members Intimate That tho
Organization Possesses Documen-
tary Evidenco That "Will Cause- An
TJphcavulin Several Dopartiuontwof
tho City Government.

Tho anli'saloon league expects to go
before the next Congress, early iu tho
first cession, armed with documentary
proof to sustain charges of corruption
in certain brancheB or the District govern-
ment, in Bupiort of its demaud for
a general investigation in tho interest of
municipal reform.

Tho object of the league is to wage war
ou rum and to lessen the number of saloons
in tbo District, but it has been Tor several
mouths quietly developing a plan ror
Lexowing Washington, and it has been
ascertained, by words and hints dropped
recently from time to time by leading
leaguers, that at the proper moment tliero
will be some startling disclosures.

The work of collecting the evidence
which, it is alleged, is now in the possession
of the league, has been bkilllully performed,
while the results have been di&cuisod behliid
tightly closed doors and in cxccutivcscsslon,
so zealously have the secrets been guarded.

The members of the executive committee
have been solemnly obligated not to
divulgo the details, and they have been as
Eolemnly pledged to maintain secrecy as
to tho ultimate object.

It has been ascertained, however, with
some degree of positivoness, that Uie mission

of the league before the excise board has
not occupied attention to the utter exclusion
of other more weighty matters.

When the league makes its demand upon
Congress for the contemplated investiga-
tion, it will be prepared, it is asserted, to
detail the particular offenses which, in
its judgment, justifies an ofieial over- -'

h.iuling.
OFFICIALS ARE INVOLVED. v

The charges will involve more Uiau one
branch of the government and Include sev-ei-

officials of prominence, as well as those
whom it will allege to have made large ac-

cumulations upon small compensation.
It is understood that the league will

have before Congress the united support
of all the local Temperance and Christian
Societies. The names of certain Congress
men aie freely used, also, ami thoir owners
quoted as friends of the Lexow proposi-
tion. A determined effort Is to be mado
to uniry the sentiment and perfect an or-

ganization Uiat shall be irresistible.
OBTAINED AFFIDAVITS.

The league professes to have Uie affi-

davits of a number of peoplo to substanti-
ate points against certaiu officials, and
as the proof is developed, the instaut dis-
missal of the offending functionary will be,
demanded of Uie Commissioners.

The leaders in this movement have tacitly
admitted that what they propose to base
their demand upon 1b of a very surprising
character, and they have not denied that
their programme is much mom impoitant
than appears upon the surface.

It can be salely slated alto, thut no
body stands ready to dispute that tho
league has entered upon a very big contract,
indeed.

THE GAS METER'S BEVEXGE.
Being a True Taio of Two Monopolies

Littlo Dorendorcj.
A Gas Meter took tho cable car at the

Baltimore and Ohio depot tho other day to
go to be inspected at the gas iusiector's
office, Tenth and D. It planted Itself
squarely iu the most comfortablo corner,
drew up its litUe legs primly aud disposed
of its bauds in the most correct atUtudo
of well-bre- d repose.

It will be observed that Uie Meter was" in
a most comfortable state of self approba-
tion.

The wiuter of its arduous labors wras
over. It had just passed through the
sortening and purilying period of Lent, in
which it had rcllccted upon aud repented
of any sins of y It had been
guilty of iu the long nights.

The time of the year was come when bills
must bereduced, anyhow, and the Meter was
conscientiously performing its duty of go-

ing to be inspected.
At fhe National Hotel quite a number of

lady tourists came in and everybody moved
up. At Seventh street another addiUon
was made to the crowd in the car,
and two or three ladies were left standing
after every gentleman, except the Gas
Meter, bad gieu up his seat. The Wash-
ington and Georgetown fare register here
took occasion to call down at the Gas
Meter:

"Come, my little gentleman," he said,
"can't nu get up and let this lady have a
seat?"

"No, I won't, you big bluffer,"
the gas meter.

"Don't then," was the reply. "You're
nothing but a nasty little sneak thief any-
how."

"I am, am 17 I'd just like to know what
you are. It's true I may stretch things a
littlo in my winter reports aud I do Bhave
the public occasionally by not llghtiug tho
street lamps till it's a half hour late. It's
true I started not many years ago with
$50,000 and now reckon my estate at
$5,(JUU,000. I have in addition drawn
regularly an average of 10 per cent, which
I have invested In large properties Outside,
I have bad to furnish some Congressmen
with gaB f re? of charge to keep them quiet
aud in fact have become soaccustomed to this
that I never think of registering au thing
in a Congressman's house. I have oc-

casionally been forced, much agaiust my
will, tP go even furtherr than to furuish free
gas to persons in power. But it is utterly
unfair to assume that I am guilty of any-
thing that is not sanctioned by ordinary
business usages.

"But you! You ask the people to tear
up their streets and give permanent posses-
sion of half tho road."

"Tou cripple and maim without caro for
anything except your uuholy profits.

"You lie and cheat, saying to the public
you'll carry them to their destination
and give them seats to ride in, and then
run the cars on purpose so lar apart that
whenever there is the least crowd some-
body has to stand, and frequently half
a car full are on their feet swinging to the
straps while you jolt and jerk them along
worse than an over a corduroy
road.

"Tou don't remember how you promised
us you would stop this jerking, do you,
liar, cheat, honiicideV"

The Gas Meter did not seem excited as
it uttered all this. There was a faint
gleam in its little, bead-lik- e eyes as it shot
a glance of aristocratic contempt with tho
last words and settled bcnkconitortably
inJo its seat, leaving the ladies to stand.

Twilight.
(In Rock Creek Park.)

In sylvan dells a fairy dwells,
That meets me in the gloaming,

And sings a tune of coming Juno,
While Love and I are roaming.

Bhe sings o f years without sad tears,
Where pleasuro.ever blooming,

Shall guide us right by day and night
Through Nature's sweet high nooning.

2Trom Fairyland we take our stand
And revel mid bright bowers,

Where all is youth and love is truth.
And fair as fragrant flowers.

'But years aro gone; lost one by one
Are all the hopes we cherished;

No w old and gray we kneel to pray
Por loved ones rudely perished.

John A. Joyce.
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Don't let feast and grow fat off of your credulity. But heed our advice follow
our standard that has waved for uprightness integrity business virtue for thirty years

and has never been trailed in of distrust.
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TWO BICYCLES TO
NumbeVl-2-T- thoboy who receives highest number votes

give Crescent Bicycle.
With each every purchase matter what amount

receive coupon your favorite.

B$ M'l

ANB

BOOKS

them proposes give away following
Hstof books with subscription month. subscrip-
tion cents. book Itself regularly retails cents,

killing birds with stone; other words,
getting brightest paper Washington standard

work fiction than what both them
worth.

Are printed In large type upon good paper, cloth, Imitation half-boun- d,

full gilt back, head bands, and fancy linings. Tho books
In this series average V& Inches In thickness, and it is by far the
finest edition away. Retail price, 50 cents each.

I t?e yyasfyingtort Ymes:
PLEASE DELIVER AT

No...

Book ., ;
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Baltimore Markets.
Baltimore, May 4. Flour quiet but

receiDtB. 5.026 barrels:
188 barrels7. "Wheat dull and easy

suot and month, 69 June.
69 2 asked: tfuly. 67 7-- Au-
gust, 68 askedstcamer. No. red. 60 a

66 4 receipts. 59.058 stock
sales. 'O.oou Dushcib:

southern wheat by sample. 70a71: do, on
crado. 68a71. Corn firm Bpot, 541-- 2

55 lud: mixed. 53 bid
receipts, 9.966 uuMiels: 51.429
bushels; stock. 87 .783 busliela:sales. 21.000

southern white corn. 55a56:
do, yellow, 56a57. OatB firm No.
white western, 37a37 No. mixed.
33 2 receipts 31.994 stock,

bushels. Se quiet and
2. 68 stock, 8,889 bushels. Hay

firmer i:ood to choice
$14.00. Grain frelehts quiet, rates steady,
unchanged. Sujiar ed, $4.37
per 100 Butter fancy
20a21; do, 15al6: do, ladle.
12al3; cood 9al0; Btore 8a
10. Esks Bteady fresh, 12 Cheese
steady fancy New York, 11

Grain
Spring natontflour ,perbarrel,

flour, ner barrel. 3.75a3 90.
Winter patent flour, per barrel. 3.60a3.75.
"Winter straight flour, per barrel
"Wniter extra flour, per barrel.
Clipped white oats, per bushel. 39a40.

the way

of

$10

that
at

This

evergiven

XDartts
NEW SUBSCRIBERS,

No. mixed oats, per buphel 34a34
No. yellow corn, per bushel. 55a5G. No.

white corn, per bushel. 5&i50. No.
timothy hav, per ton, 13.2GalA.00. No.

timothy hay. per ton. 11.50al2.50. No.
mixed hay. per ton. 12.00al3.00. No.

clover hay., per ton, O.OOalO.OO. No. cut
hay, per ton. 50. Bulk bran,
per ton. 17,00al8.00. Bulk
per ton. 17.00al8.00. Ke straw, per
ton. 3.00al3.50. "Wheat straw, per
ton. O.OOaG 00. The above quotations ror
car lots on track, AVaUiingtou.

The "Washington Gram Dela-
ware and Florida avenues northeast, sell
floar, gram, hay, and feed in less than car
lots at the quotations of the Washington
Grain S. S. DAISH SON. tf

Recommended.
Clerk How was that sold

you?
Customer Fine. gave it to our night

and he hasu't closed his eyes
since. Clothier and

Sad.
The other day found puree.

And with satire fine
Its emptj iOi keW greeted me,

Alasl that purse was mine.
Detroit Free Press.

0 8

The .Times does not make this offer get
rid of triethou sands of books in library, and
can onlyoffer one book one new subscriber,
whethefi tfie subscriptions be for one or more
months J
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next time.
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DERBYS

in Black,
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and Chocolate.

Another lot of
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worth
every one of 'em.

For 3 days.

$1.50

to 6 p. m., May 21,
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COMPANY,

-- AND-

FEfAXCIAIj.

A life income of 7 per cent,
at the age of years
can be assured by an

in an annuity contract
offered this company.
American Security & Trust Co.

C.J. Beil.Pres't. 1405 G St.

Workingmen
and others whose occupations prevent
them from making: deposits
regular banking hours willfmd it con-
venient to visit the

Union Savings Bank, 1222
which is open vERY SATLRDA2
NIGHT bet ween the nou rsof 6 and 8.

(Four per cent, interest on
account.)

A "Very Old "U'onian.
Theoldcstllvinssubjeetof Quoen Victoria

issald to be Mrs ifcLaughllaof Liraavaddy,
Ireland, Uie home of Thackeray famous
"Peg " She is said to be in her 111th
year and in full possesion of her faculties.
Exchange.

Only sixteen dny In wbicbi
to get a "Times" gift book witb a
monthly subscription. Better &ur
soribe now.

If so, write your name and address
in this coupon and send it to THE
TIMES.

NAME .

ADDRESS

You can help to save Washington a
half million dollars each year by writing
your name and address the above

and sending it to THE TIMES,
to be used in preparing a petition to
Congress asking for cheaper gas.

"Determining the Financial Responsibility of the firm you
deal with is as selecting the right securities."
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